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Giraffe Interpretive Station Guidelines: 
 

When staffing the giraffe interpretive station:  

1. Find all of the biofacts that you will need and place them into a box for  

transportation (a list of all of the biofacts you need can be found in this binder).  

2. Bring chairs (optional, are located in the CEF building) and the box down with  

you to the silver table that is permanently set up near the giraffe exhibit.  

3. Place tablecloth on the table.  

4. Group and place the Biofacts and laminated info sheets based on species.  

5. KEEP AN EYE ON BIOFACTS AT ALL TIMES.  

6. An adult must accompany small children at all times.  

7. Follow the talking point outline in the binder.  

8. If you have to leave, put everything away in the box and take it back to DC. Do  

not leave anything unattended.  

9. Reminder: Zooteens must always travel in pairs, unless stated otherwise!  

10.At the end of the day, put EVERYTHING back in the box and pack it back up to  

DC. (If you brought chairs, put them back in the CEF building and lock it)  

11.Record each topic discussed during your shift in the binder.  

12.Return biofacts and binder to the docent area where they were found.  
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Biofacts for African Rift Interpretation: 
 

Biofacts for Giraffe Interp:  

Biofact:  Use:  

Photo of giraffe skull  Use to talk about the ossicones.  

Zebra skull  Use to compare with giraffe skull.  

Vertebrae comparison (giraffe vs. 
human)  

Use to discuss having the same number of vertebrae 
as humans.  

Giraffe tail  Use when talking about tail.  

Zebra hoof pieces Let people touch while talking about zebras.  

 

Biofacts Talking Points: 
1. Comparing giraffe and zebra skull.  

a. Discuss the factual differences  

i. Ossicones  

ii. Size differences  

iii. Even though both are ungulates, they have evolved in very different 

ways.  

2. Vertebrae comparison.  

a. Tell participants that humans have 7 vertebrae and then ask them to guess how 

many giraffes might have.  

i. Show the vertebrae comparison and explain that giraffes also have 7 

vertebrae.  

1. They just have larger vertebrae than we do!  
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Animal Talking Points: 
Giraffe: 

Physical Characteristics:  

1. Giraffe’s have very impressive tongues.  

a. They have prehensile tongues that they use to wrap around their food.  

i. Giraffe’s eat the leaves of acacia trees. 

1. These trees are covered with thorns, so giraffes use their nimble 

tongues to weave through the thorns and strip the branches of 

their leaves. b. The dark coloration is thought to help protect their 

tongue from the African sun.   

b. A giraffe’s tongue is, on average, 18 inches long.  

i. Or about as long as your forearm. 

2. The horn-like structures on their head are called ossicones.  

a. They are actually made of bone and attached to their skull. 

b. Male giraffes often use these when they are fighting another male.  

3. Of all hoofed animals, giraffes have the largest eyes and field of vision.  

a. Giraffes are considered “living watchtowers” due to their excellent vision and 

height combined.  

i. Neighboring animals have been known to use giraffe’s reactions to 

predators as an indicator of their own safety, because giraffes can see 

predators from very far away.  

1. Zebras are one of the animals that depend on the good vision of 

giraffes to help protect themselves from predators.  

2. This means that they tend to congregate naturally in the wild and 

is the reason that they share an exhibit at the zoo.  

a. Giraffes also depend on zebra’s excellent night-vision to 

help protect them from predators at night.  

i. This is called a “mutualistic relationship”, where 

both animals are benefiting from the presence of 

the other animal.  

4. Humans have 7 vertebrae in their neck. How many vertebrae do you think giraffe’s 

have?  

a. Giraffe’s only have seven vertebrae, despite having such long necks.  

i. Their vertebrae are just much larger.  

ii. Giraffes have the longest necks in the world, reaching six to seven feet 

long on average.  

1. But why is the giraffe’s neck so long?  
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a. It allows them to reach food resources that other 

herbivores cannot reach.  

b. Male giraffes use their long necks to fight other giraffes, a 

behavior called “necking”.  

5. Every giraffe has different spot patterns, much like a fingerprint.  

a. Scientists use spot patterns to tell apart individuals. 

b. Giraffe spots help them hide from predators.  

i. Their spots break up their shape in shadows.  

1. As the shadows shift, their spots help them “disappear” into the 

background.  

Conservation: 

6. Giraffes are on the endangered species list.  

a. Poaching and habitat destruction have caused wild giraffe populations to 

decline.  

i. Populations have decreased 40% over the last 30 years and they are now 

locally extinct in 7 African countries.  

b. How can you help?  

i. Be a Giraffe Hero!  

ii. See next page.  
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Facts About Our Individuals: 
 

Giraffes: 

Name Gender Defining Features 

Kijana Female Newest friend from Binder Park Zoo, darker spots 

Clementine Female  Has “Frankenstein” spot on her lower neck (left side).  

 
Zebra:  

Name Gender Defining Features 

Sudoku Female Shorter tail.  

Lucy Female  Longer tail.  

 

Clementine: 
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Zebras: 
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Resources:  

Giraffe: 

https://www.africasgiants.org/giraffe.html  


